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B.B. Inspiration is drawing air into the lungs.
A.C.The chest is regarded by the Greeks as a 
receptacle of sense impressions and a vehicle for 
HDFK�RI�WKH�¿YH�VHQVHV��
C.B. A breathes B to C. 
B.B. Removed from the body and set in lead letters 
on a page. Print changed the habits of thought. 
C.B.: All errors read aloud.* 

Breath inhabits the body. Through breathing, 
imaginary beings and spirits followed by images, 
words and ideas move in and out of the body. 
These can give life, but can also lead to demonic 
possessions. 

,Q�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�PDJLFDO�SUDFWLFH��LQVXIÀDWLRQV�ZHUH�
ULWXDO�DFWV�RI�EORZLQJ��EUHDWKLQJ�RU�SXI¿QJ�WKDW�
signify variously expulsion or the renunciation of 
the devil. With the arrival of modernity, it seems that 
spirits and images, contained in the bodies, were 
“exhaled” once and for all. Words, too, had been 
removed from the body and set in lead letters on 
pages. 

But does print settle the habits of thought? And, 
what happens when it is history that is being 
breathed through us? 

“Pure Breaths” evokes imaginatively historical 
sources, literature, miracle poems and ancient verse 
as to elaborate on the opaque sides of the well-
known historical narratives and the way they extend 
into the present through cultural artefacts. Baldi’s 
new work (sculptures and prints) produced for the 
DUWLVW¶V�¿UVW�VROR�VKRZ�DW�6ZLPPLQJ�3RRO�±LQKDELWV�
the space between where no language is set, 
and where no word has disappeared. As breaths, 
moving into and out of bodies, it recalls both the 
desire to know, and the impossibility to settle.

The exhibition builds on Baldi’s recent body of 
work. “Livro de Todo o Universo (Chopped and 
Screwed)” (2015), on view at Swimming Pool, is 
a multi-channel sound installation. The speakers, 
arranged in a circle, emit words of a shape-shifting 
poem from the 17th century, which consists of 1022 
permutations of the phrase “Tot tibi sunt dotes 
Virgo quot sidera caelo” (“Virgin, you have so many 
virtues as there are stars in the sky”). The totality 
of variations contains nothing less than the whole 
universe – only made available through the printed 
text. In turn, the spoken words host the anima 
of Livro, a totality of the literary imagination. The 
slippages of language are indeed the heartbeat 
of Livro; life has been literally breathed into it, a 
¿FWLRQDO�SHUVRQL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUG�

³/LYUR�GH�7RGR�R�8QLYHUVR´���������D�¿OP�SURMHFW�DOVR�
on view at Swimming Pool, evolves around the royal 
translation of Hamlet by the Portuguese King Luís I 
(1838-1889). At the time of translation when Africa 
has been partitioned and colonized, Luís I also 
became the President of the Geographical Society 
RI�/LVERQ��7KH�¿OP��DQ�HQGOHVV�ORRS��EULQJV�LQWR�LWV�
orbit translation, literature and politics. One could 
freely speculate, that Luís probably preferred the 
escape of literary life to politics and public affairs. 
While translating Hamlet, he would fantasize about 
strategies to conquer and his gaze would wander 
over the maps on the walls of the Geography 
Society. The maps, images of politics of knowledge 
RYHU�GLVWDQW�WHUULWRULHV�VXEMHFW�WR�GHVLUH��DQG��DFWV�RI�
QDPLQJ��¿[LQJ��QRUPLQJ�WKH�XQNQRZQ��7KH�LQKDOLQJ�
of these abstract codes would send anybody on an 
LPDJLQDU\�MRXUQH\�ZHLJKLQJ�XS�WUXWK�DJDLQVW�EHDXW\��

�$�%�&¶RQVSLUDF\�LV�D�¿FWLRQDO�GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�
Bianca Baldi, Clare Butcher and Anne Carson.

Pure Breaths is curated by Viktoria Draganova.

Bianca Baldi (1985 in Johannesburg, South Africa) Forthcoming: 11th Shanghai Biennale, Power Station of 
Art, Shanghai (CN), Slow Works, Sydney, Sydney (AU). Recent exhibitions include: The Image Generator 
II, Extra City Kunsthal, Antwerp (BE), Open House, Kunstverein Braunschweig (DE), 19th Contemporary 
Art Festival SESC Videobrasil, São Paolo (BR), Sightings, KZNSA, Durban (ZA),The 8th Berlin Biennale 
of Contemporary Art at KW Institute for Contemporary Art, Berlin (DE), Zero Latitude at the Goethe Institut, 
Johannesburg (ZA). 

7KH�H[KLELWLRQ�LV�¿QDQFLDOO\�VXSSRUWHG�E\�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$UWV�	�&XOWXUH��5HSXEOLF�RI�6RXWK�$IULFD�
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3XUH�%UHDWKV���%LDQFD�%DOGL�����2FWREHU������'HFHPEHU��6ZLPPLQJ�3RRO��6R¿D

���,QVWDOODWLRQ�9LHZ�Ä3XUH�%UHDWKV³��6ZLPPLQJ�3RRO��6R¿D�������
2. Livro de Todo o Universo (Chopped and Screwed), 2015. Multi-channel audio installation.
3. Pure Breaths, 2016. Monotype (series of 8). 20x200 cm.
4. - 7. Pure Breaths, 2016 (detail).
8. Country Matters, 2016. Screen print on primed board (diptych). 90x129 cm.
9. Country Matters, 2016 (detail).
����,QVWDOODWLRQ�9LHZ�Ä3XUH�%UHDWKV³��6ZLPPLQJ�3RRO��6R¿D�������
11.Virgin, you have as many virtues as there are stars in the sky, 2016. Letterpress set in Plantin18 pt 
(unique). 31x45 cm (framed).
12.  Virgin, you have as many virtues as there are stars in the sky, 2016 (detail).
13. Virgin, you have as many virtues as there are stars in the sky, 2016. Letterpress set in Plantin18 pt 
(unique). 31x45 cm (framed).
����,QVWDOODWLRQ�9LHZ�Ä3XUH�%UHDWKV³��6ZLPPLQJ�3RRO��6R¿D�������
����,QVXIÀDWH��������'DOPDWLRQ�MDVSHU��FRSSHU�DQG�WHQJX�SDSHU����J����'LPHQVLRQV�YDULDEOH�
��������,QVXIÀDWH��������GHWDLO��
�����6QDNH�:HLJKW��������'DOPDWLRQ�MDVSHU�DQG�IDEULF����[�[����FP�
21.-23. Snake Weight, 2016 (detail).
24. Livro de Todo o Universo, 2015. Two-channel video installation, HD Video from 4K, colour,sound, 
04:00 (looped).
25., 26. Livro de Todo o Universo, 2015. Installation view.
����,QVWDOODWLRQ�9LHZ�Ä3XUH�%UHDWKV³��6ZLPPLQJ�3RRO��6R¿D�������
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6:,00,1*�322/�LV�D�SURMHFW�VSDFH�LQ�6R¿D��,WV�SURJUDP�LV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�DUWLVWLF��FXUD-
torial and philosophical research. Its activity encompasses exhibitions, performances, 
VFUHHQLQJV��SXEOLF�SURJUDPV��DQG�FROODERUDWLYH�SURMHFWV�

The premises of SWIMMING POOL are located on a rooftop in the very city center of 
6R¿D��%XLOW�LQ�������WKH\�FRQVLVW�RI�VHYHUDO�URRPV�DQG�WHUUDFHV�ZLWK�DQ�HPSW\�SRRO�

Since the founding of SWIMMING POOL in 2014,  Viktoria Draganova organizes its arti-
stic program.

SWIMMING POOL
7VDU�2VYRERGLWHO�����À���
6R¿D�����
Bulgaria
FRQWDFW#VZLPPLQJSRROSURMHFWV�RUJ
ZZZ�VZLPPLQJSRROSURMHFWV�RUJ
ZZZ�IDFHERRN�FRP�VZLPPLQJSRROSURMHFWV

��6ZLPPLQJ�3RRO��6R¿D�������

Documentation on the occasion of  „Pure Breaths“, a solo exhibition by Bianca Baldi 
IURP����2FWREHU�XQWLO����'HFHPEHU������DW�6ZLPPLQJ�3RRO�6R¿D��
KWWS���VZLPPLQJSRROSURMHFWV�RUJ�SURMHFWV�SXUH�EUHDWKV�

Curated by Viktoria Draganova. 

:LWK�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�RI�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$UWV�	�&XOWXUH��5HSXEOLF�RI�6RXWK�$IULFD�


